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(57) ABSTRACT

A bonding pad of an array substrate, comprising: a gate
electrode formed on the array substrate; a first insulation layer
formed on the gate electrode; a first conductive layer formed
on the first insulation layer; a Source/Drain electrode (S/D)
layer formed on the first conductive layer; a second insulation
layer formed on the S/D layer; and a second conductive layer
formed on the second insulation layer, wherein the second
insulation layer is formed with a bonding pad via through
which the second conductive layer is electrically connected to
the first conductive layer, and the second conductive layer is
separated from the S/D layer by the second insulation layer
and does not contact the S/D layer. The present invention also
discloses a method for producing the bonding pad, an array
substrate comprising the bonding pad, and a liquid crystal
display apparatus comprising the array substrate.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
BONDING PAD OF ARRAY SUBSTRATE,
METHOD FOR PRODUCING THE SAME,
ARRAY SUBSTRATE, AND LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Chinese Patent
Application No. 201210540039.3 filed on Dec. 13, 2012 in
the State Intellectual Property Office of China, the whole
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a manufacturing technol-
ogy of a liquid crystal display (LCD), more particularly,
relates to a bonding pad of an array substrate, a method for
producing the same, an array substrate, and a liquid crystal
display apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

When LCD products are used in various applications, for
example, a warm humid condition, a simulation environment
experiment, a module assembly, a terminal client user, etc., an
unit cell of the LCD product may occur a metallic corrosion in
abonding pad via, causing a line display defect, an abnormal
display defect, etc.

By analyzing the metallic corrosion failure in the bonding
pad via, the reasons are conducted as follows:

As shown in FIGS. 1-2, a second Indium Tin Oxide (ITO)
layer 4 is not densely formed on a surface of a Source/Drain
electrode (S/D) layer 2, or a metal surface of the S/D layer 2
exposed by dry etching a via in a passivation layer (for
example passivation SiNX (PVX)) 3 is not flat. As a result,
voids or gaps occur between the second Indium Tin Oxide
(ITO) layer 4 and the surface of the S/D layer 2. Since the
voids or gaps have a size much larger than a diameter of a
water molecule, water moisture can enter into the voids or
gaps and contact with a metal material on the S/D layer 2,
such as, Mo, Al or AINd, to form a primary battery. Thereby,
an electrochemical reaction takes place and causes the metal
material to corrode and the LCD product to fail.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made to overcome or alle-
viate at least one aspect of the above mentioned disadvan-
tages.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a bonding pad of an array substrate, a method for
producing the same, an array substrate, and a liquid crystal
display apparatus that can avoid a metal corrosion in a bond-
ing pad via, improve product quality and stability.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a bonding pad of an array substrate, comprising: a
gate electrode formed on the array substrate; a first insulation
layer formed on the gate electrode; a first conductive layer
formed on the first insulation layer; a Source/Drain electrode
(S/D) layer formed on the first conductive layer; a second
insulation layer formed on the S/D layer; and a second con-
ductive layer formed on the second insulation layer, wherein
the second insulation layer is formed with a bonding pad via
through which the second conductive layer is electrically
connected to the first conductive layer, wherein the second
conductive layer is separated from the S/D layer by the sec-
ond insulation layer and does not contact the S/D layer.
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Inthe above bonding pad, the first conductive layer and the
second conductive layer are made of Indium Tin Oxide (ITO).

In the above bonding pad, the first insulation layer and the
second insulation layer are made of Passivation SiNx (PVX).

In the above bonding pad, the S/D layer is transversely cut
off by the bonding pad via at a position of the S/D layer in a
longitudinal direction of the S/D layer.

In the above bonding pad, the bonding pad via is located at
an upper longitudinal side or a lower longitudinal side of the
S/D layer.

In the above bonding pad, the bonding pad via is located in
a window etched in the S/D layer.

In the above bonding pad, the bonding pad vias are located
at an upper longitudinal side and a lower longitudinal side of
the S/D layer, respectively.

In the above bonding pad, the bonding pads comprise a
bonding pad on an integrated circuit of the array substrate and
abonding pad at an edge position of a pair of combined glass
substrates.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method for producing a bonding pad of an array
substrate, comprising:

S100: forming a first conductive layer on a first insulation
layer;

S200: forming a Source/Drain electrode (S/D) layer on the
first conductive layer and exposing the first conductive layer
from the S/D layer at a bonding pad via position;

S300: forming a second insulation layer on the S/D layer
and opening the second insulation layer at the bonding pad via
position to form a bonding pad via; and

S400: forming a second conductive layer on the second
insulation layer;

wherein the second conductive layer is separated from the
S/D layer by the second insulation layer and does not contact
the S/D layer.

In the above method, the step S200 comprising:

forming the S/D layer (2) on the first conductive layer (5)
by depositing, masking, semi-hole ashing and wet etching,
and

etching the S/D layer (2) within the bonding pad via (6) to
expose the first conductive layer (5).

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an array substrate comprising the above men-
tioned bonding pad.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a liquid crystal display apparatus comprising an
upper substrate, a lower substrate combined with the upper
substrate, and a liquid crystal filled between the upper and
lower substrates, wherein the lower substrate is the above
mentioned array substrate.

The present invention provides a bonding pad of an array
substrate, a method for producing the same, an array sub-
strate, and a liquid crystal display apparatus. The bonding pad
comprising: a gate electrode formed on the array substrate; a
first insulation layer formed on the gate electrode; a first
conductive layer formed on the first insulation layer; a
Source/Drain electrode (S/D) layer formed on the first con-
ductive layer; a second insulation layer formed on the S/D
layer; and a second conductive layer formed on the second
insulation layer, wherein the second insulation layer is
formed with a bonding pad via through which the second
conductive layer is electrically connected to the first conduc-
tive layer, and the second conductive layer is separated from
the S/D layer by the second insulation layer and does not
contact with the S/D layer. With such configuration, it can
prevent water moisture from entering through the second
conductive layer and prevent the water moisture from con-
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tacting with the metal on the S/D layer to form a primary
battery, avoiding a metal corrosion in the bonding pad via,
improving the product quality and stability.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features of the present invention will
become more apparent by describing in detail exemplary
embodiments thereof with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an illustrative perspective view of a structure of a
bonding pad of an array substrate in a prior art;

FIG. 2 is a cross section view of the bonding pad of the
array substrate of FIG. 1 in a longitudinal direction A-A1;

FIG. 3 is an illustrative perspective view of a structure of a
bonding pad of an array substrate according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a cross section view of the bonding pad of the
array substrate of FIG. 3 in a longitudinal direction A-A1;

FIGS. 5a-5d are illustrative views for showing various
positions where the bonding pads of the array substrate are
located;

FIG. 6 is an illustrative perspective view of a bonding pad
structure in which bonding pad vias are located at both upper
and lower longitudinal sides of a S/D layer according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a cross section view of the bonding pad of the
array substrate of FIG. 6 along a longitudinal line A-Al.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS OF
DRAWINGS

: first insulation layer;

: S/D layer;

: second insulation layer;
: second conductive layer;
: first conductive layer;

: bonding pad via.

QN U R W N

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described hereinafter in detail with reference to the attached
drawings, wherein the like reference numerals refer to the like
elements. The present disclosure may, however, be embodied
in many different forms and should not be construed as being
limited to the embodiment set forth herein; rather, these
embodiments are provided so that the present disclosure will
be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the concept
of the disclosure to those skilled in the art.

The general concept of the present invention is to provide
a bonding pad of an array substrate, comprising: a gate elec-
trode formed on the array substrate; a first insulation layer
formed on the gate electrode; a first conductive layer formed
on the first insulation layer; a Source/Drain electrode (S/D)
layer formed on the first conductive layer; a second insulation
layer formed on the S/D layer; and a second conductive layer
formed on the second insulation layer, wherein the second
insulation layer is formed with a bonding pad via through
which the second conductive layer is electrically connected to
the first conductive layer, and the second conductive layer is
separated from the S/D layer by the second insulation layer
and does not contact with the S/D layer.

Hereafter, it will describe the present invention in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings and exemplary
embodiments.
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As shown in FIGS. 3-4, abonding pad of an array substrate
comprises a gate electrode 7 formed on a substrate 8, a first
insulation layer 1, a first conductive layer 5, a Source/Drain
electrode (S/D) layer 2, a second insulation layer 3, and a
second conductive layer 4. The first conductive layer 5 is
formed on the first insulation layer 1. The S/D layer 2 is
formed on the first conductive layer 5. The second insulation
layer 3 is formed on the S/D layer 2. The second conductive
layer 4 is formed on the second insulation layer 3. The second
insulation layer 3 is formed with a bonding pad via 6 through
which the second conductive layer 4 is electrically connected
to the first conductive layer 5. Furthermore, the second con-
ductive layer 4 is separated from the S/D layer 2 by the second
insulation layer 3 and does not contact with the S/D layer 2.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
first conductive layer 5 and the second conductive layer 4 may
be made of Indium Tin Oxide (ITO).

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
first insulation layer 1 and the second insulation layer 3 may
be made of Passivation SiNx (PVX).

FIG. 5a is a top view of the S/D layer 2 of FIG. 3. In a first
exemplary embodiment of the bonding pad via, as shown in
FIGS. 3 and 5a, the S/D layer 2 is transversely cut off by the
bonding pad via 6 at a position of the S/D layer 2 in a
longitudinal direction A-A1l of the S/D layer 2. Herein, the
S/D layer 2 may be transversely cut off by the bonding pad via
6 at any position of the S/D layer 2 in the longitudinal direc-
tion A-Al, for example, at a middle position of the S/D layer
2 in the longitudinal direction A-Al.

In a second exemplary embodiment of the bonding pad via,
the bonding pad via 6 may be located at an upper longitudinal
side or a lower longitudinal side of the S/D layer 2. As shown
in FIG. 55, the bonding pad via 6 is located at the lower
longitudinal side of the S/D layer 2.

In a third exemplary embodiment of the bonding pad via, as
shown in FIG. 5¢, one or more window(s) is/are etched in the
S/D layer 2, and the bonding pad via 6 is located in the
respective window.

In a fourth exemplary embodiment of the bonding pad via,
as shown in FIG. 54, the bonding pad vias 6 are located at the
upper longitudinal side and the lower longitudinal side of the
S/D layer 2, respectively. In this case, an illustrative perspec-
tive view and a cross section view of the bonding pad are
shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.

The bonding pads comprise a bonding pad for an integrated
circuit of the array substrate and a bonding pad located at an
edge position of a pair of combined glass substrates.

In order to achieve the above mentioned bonding pad of the
array substrate, the present invention also provides a method
for producing a bonding pad of an array substrate, comprising
steps of:

S100: forming a first conductive layer 5 on a first insulation
layer 1;

S200: forming a Source/Drain electrode (S/D) layer 2 on
the first conductive layer 5 and exposing the first conductive
layer 5 from the S/D layer 2 at a bonding pad via position;

S300: forming a second insulation layer 3 on the S/D layer
2 and opening the second insulation layer 3 at the bonding pad
via position to form a bonding pad via 6; and

S400: forming a second conductive layer 4 on the second
insulation layer 3;

wherein the second conductive layer 4 is separated from
the S/D layer 2 by the second insulation layer 3 and does not
contact with the S/D layer 2.

The above mentioned step S200 comprises steps of:

forming the S/D layer 2 on the first conductive layer 5 by
depositing, masking, semi-hole ashing and wet etching, and
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etching the S/D layer 2 within the bonding pad via 6 to
expose the first conductive layer 5.

According to the first exemplary embodiment of the bond-
ing pad via, as shown in FIG. 5a, the bonding pad via 6 is
located at a middle position of the S/D layer 2 in the longitu-
dinal direction and transversely cut oft the S/D layer 2. Please
benoted that the S/D layer 2 may be transversely cut oft by the
bonding pad via 6 at any position of the S/D layer 2 in the
longitudinal direction A-A1, for example, the S/D layer 2 may
be transversely cut off by the bonding pad via 6 at the middle
position of the S/D layer 2 in the longitudinal direction A-Al.

According to the second exemplary embodiment of the
bonding pad via, the bonding pad via 6 may be located at an
upper longitudinal side or a lower longitudinal side of the S/D
layer 2. As shown in FIG. 55, the bonding pad via 6 is located
at the lower longitudinal side of the S/D layer 2.

According to the third exemplary embodiment ofthe bond-
ing pad via, as shown in FIG. 5¢, one or more window(s) is/are
etched in the S/D layer 2, and the bonding pad via 6 is located
in the respective window.

According to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the
bonding pad via, as shown in FIG. 5d, the bonding pad vias 6
are located at the upper longitudinal side and the lower lon-
gitudinal side of the S/D layer 2, respectively. In this case, an
illustrative perspective view and a cross section view of the
bonding pad are shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.

Based on the above mentioned bonding pad of the array
substrate in various embodiments, the present invention also
provides an array substrate comprising the above mentioned
bonding pad.

Based on the above mentioned array substrate in various
embodiments, the present invention also provides a liquid
crystal display apparatus comprising an upper substrate, a
lower substrate combined with the upper substrate, and a
liquid crystal filled between the upper and lower substrates,
wherein the lower substrate is the above mentioned array
substrate.

The liquid crystal display apparatus of the present inven-
tion may be used in a liquid crystal display panel, a liquid
crystal TV, a liquid crystal display device, a digital photo
frame, an electronic paper, a mobile telephone, and so on.

It should be appreciated for those skilled in this art that the
above embodiments are intended to be illustrated, and not
restrictive to the scope of the present invention.

Although several exemplary embodiments have been
shown and described, it would be appreciated by those skilled
in the art that various changes or modifications may be made
in these embodiments without departing from the principles
and spirit of the disclosure, the scope of which is defined in
the claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An array substrate, comprising:

a gate electrode formed on a substrate;

10

15

20

25

35

40

45

6

a first insulation layer formed on the gate electrode;

a first conductive layer formed on the first insulation layer;

a source electrode or drain electrode formed on the first

conductive layer;

a second insulation layer formed on the source electrode or

drain electrode; and

a second conductive layer formed on the second insulation

layer,
wherein the second insulation layer is formed with a bond-
ing pad via through which the second conductive layer is
electrically connected to the first conductive layer,

wherein the second conductive layer is separated from the
source electrode or drain electrode by the second insu-
lation layer and does not contact with the source elec-
trode or drain electrode, and

wherein the source electrode or drain electrode has a lon-

gitudinal direction and a lateral direction, and the source
electrode or drain electrode is transversely cut off by the
bonding pad via at a position of the source electrode or
drain electrode in the longitudinal direction, such that
the source electrode or drain electrode is divided into
separate segments.

2. The array substrate according to claim 1,

wherein the first conductive layer and the second conduc-

tive layer are made of Indium Tin Oxide (ITO).

3. The array substrate according to claim 1,

wherein the first insulation layer and the second insulation

layer are made of Passivation SiNx (PVX).

4. A method for producing the array substrate according to
claim 1, comprising steps of:

forming the first conductive layer on the first insulation

layer;

forming the source electrode or drain electrode on the first

conductive layer and exposing the first conductive layer
from the source electrode or drain electrode at a bonding
pad via position;

forming the second insulation layer on the source electrode

or drain electrode and opening the second insulation
layer at the bonding pad via position to form the bonding
pad via; and

forming the second conductive layer on the second insula-

tion layer.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of
forming the source and drain electrode layer on the first
conductive layer and exposing the first conductive layer from
the source and drain electrode layer at the bonding pad via
position comprising steps of:

forming the source electrode or drain electrode on the first

conductive layer by depositing, masking, semi-hole ash-
ing and wet etching, and

etching the source electrode or drain electrode within the

bonding pad via to expose the first conductive layer.
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